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Update from the Waterford Board of Education 
Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

                     The  

     Connection       

At the Waterford Board of Education Meeting on 

September 20th, the board revised and adopted 

new goals for the 2018-2019 school year.  The 

Board’s focus will be directed to the following 

initiatives: Supporting the District’s Strategic 

Plan; Providing resources for high quality, pro-

fessional learning; Promoting mental health ap-

proaches to reduce emotional stress among stu-

dents; Engage families in children’s learning; 

Promoting the Waterford Public Schools; As-

sessing the district’s growth to improve teaching 

and learning; And supporting the budget pro-

cess to achieve collective savings and/or effi-

ciencies.  The Waterford Board of Education is 

invested in working towards these board goals 

to achieve District growth and student success 

and confirm their commitment to the families and 

community of Waterford. 

Collaboration at Summer Academy 
 

The Waterford Public Schools Summer Academy program recently com-

pleted its first summer at Clark Lane Middle School.    This program,  

which offers an extended school year opportunity for Special Education 

students in PreK-12 as well as a Summer Academy for grades K-5 stu-

dents receiving intervention services for Language Arts and/or Mathe-

matics, enrolled 224 students from July 2nd through August 9th.      The 

transition of this program from Oswegatchie Elementary School (which 

housed summer programs for many years) to Clark Lane Middle School, 

was an incredible collaboration between Waterford Public Schools and 

the Town of Waterford.  With the assistance of Waterford Rec and Parks, 

Waterford Maintenance crews, and Waterford Public Schools administra-

tion and teachers, Clark Lane Middle School was quickly prepared to 

accommodate children from PreK-12 and make the program fully opera-

tional.  Along with Summer Academy, Camp Dash through the Waterford 

Youth Service Bureau was also relocated from Great Neck Elementary 

School to Clark Lane Middle School this summer. The partnership be-

tween Waterford Public Schools and the Waterford Youth Service Bureau was enhanced with the two 

programs being housed within the same building.  50 students from Summer Academy were able to 

continue their day at Camp Dash affording them a continuation of a fun day with friends and a full day 

option for working parents as well as a cost savings in transportation and services for the district. 

ATHLETIC PASSES FOR SENIORS - The Waterford Public Schools’ Athletic Department and 

the Waterford Senior Center have worked together to supply free season athletic event 

passes for Waterford Senior Citizens.  These passes can be picked up at the Waterford 

Senior Center.  We look forward to having many of our Waterford Community  

members’ support at the Waterford games. 

WPS in the Community 
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“[Chris] has been a corner 

stone at Waterford High 

School both in the realms of 

athletics & leadership.”  He 

is “always looking to 

improve the quality of the 

athletic experience for his 

players, as well as raising 

the bar for Waterford 

athletics as a whole.” 

WPS Colleagues  

student activities at both 

Clark Lane Middle School 

and Waterford High 

School. 

Mr. Landry brings a multi-

tude of professional expe-

riences in education and 

athletics to this new posi-

tion with Waterford. In this 

position, he has already 

been instrumental in creat-

ing a marketing and com-

munication plan for Water-

ford Athletics, initiating 

discussion with local media 

in  posting athletic sched-

ules, sharing real-time in-

formation on Twitter 

@landryWHS, and enhanc-

ing communication inter-

nally and externally with 

staff, parents, and students.  

Mr. Landry has also 

worked to promote athlet-

ics within Waterford work-

ing with town agencies 

such as   the Waterford 

On July 1st Christopher 

Landry began his new role 

in Waterford as the Direc-

tor of Athletics and Student 

Activities for Waterford 

Public Schools.  Previously 

serving as the Department 

Chair for the Physical Edu-

cation Department at Wa-

terford High School, a 

Physical Education teacher 

at both Clark Lane Middle 

School and Waterford High 

School since 2004, and 

investing as a Varsity 

coach since 2007, Mr. 

Landry has been an inte-

gral part of the Waterford 

Team and an asset in build-

ing successful programs 

from the ground up.   

Filling the vacancy created 

by the retirement of Mr. 

David Sousa, Mr. Landry  

now oversees athletics and 

Senior Services which will 

now provide free Athletic 

Passes to Waterford Senior 

Citizens (see pg. 1). 

We look forward to the many 

initiatives that Mr. Landry will 

continue to bring to Water-

ford and the connection that 

will be generated between 

Waterford High School and 

Clark Lane Middle School 

student activities and athlet-

ics. 

The Connection  Fall 2018  www.waterfordschools.org  

Waterford’s Avery Point Transition Program Collaborates with Mohegan Sun! 

The student’s enrolled in the Transition Program at Avery Point have recently gained further experienc-

es within our community and with the Mohegan Sun. The Student Inclusion Program at Mohegan Sun has 

given our students the opportunity to enhance their vocational practices with a job coach in a small 

group setting. While onsite, students participate in seminars that include work skills development and 

career planning and placement. A monthly job rotation allows our students to participate in a myriad of 

vocations. A favorite is housekeeping, where the students prepare items for hotel guests. The students 

gain many social opportunities while interacting with students from neighboring districts while they en-

joy lunch in the employee’s café. This valuable work experience allows our students to gain marketable and transferable skills, 

individual support and gained independence for future employability. Thank you to Mohegan Sun for this valuable experience! 

New Director of Athletics and Student Activities 

Seal of  Biliteracy 
The graduating Seniors in the class of 2018 were the first class afforded the opportunity to re-

ceive a Seal of Biliteracy, a recognition of students who attained proficiency in two or more lan-

guages.   Students were recognized with a certificate, light blue and white cord at graduation as 

well as a Seal on their diploma.  Students were required to pass a test in the language as well as 

complete a portfolio that displayed their proficiency in their respective language.  We are 

proud to be able to offer this seal to our students at Waterford High School.  At this time over 

200 underclassmen are pursuing their Seal of Biliteracy and are developing their portfolios for 

graduation.  It is our hope that this program will encourage our students to pursue languages, 

promote biliteracy, and will benefit our graduates as they enter post secondary education and 

careers. 

Investing in Our Students... 
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In the Spotlight... 

WPS Achievements 
 Safa Danesh, a Senior at Waterford High School, has been named a Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  

Scholarship Award Recipient.  This scholarship is awarded to individuals who show a “dedication to 

learning, understanding of Dr. King's mission, and demonstration of character.” (www.mlktrustfund.org).   

Safa will be honored at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Trust Fund 50th Anniversary Dinner on 

October 18, 2018 at the Mystic Marriott Hotel. 

The Waterford Public Schools Annual Notification Manual and School Handbooks can now be found online at the WPS web-

site at https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/policies_procedures/AnnualNotificationManual and 

https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/policies_procedures/SchoolHandbooks.  Please refer to these 

manuals for pertinent information on District and School Policies and Procedures.  All students and parents are asked to 

review these important documents.  Board of Education Policies can also be found on the WPS website at https://

www.waterfordschools.org/board_of_education/district_policies.  

  

WPS is honored to recognize the following staff for dedication of  

service to the students of Waterford Public Schools for 30Years 

 Cornelia Montanaro 

Family Consumer 

Science Teacher @  

Waterford High School 

 

Ms. Montanaro began her career at Water-

ford Public Schools in 1988 as a Home Eco-

nomics Teacher at Waterford High School.  

She continued in this capacity at WHS for a 

number of years transitioning to the Family 

Consumer Science Teacher in the early 

2000’s. Ms. Montanaro served as the Family 

and Consumer Science/Business Depart-

ment Chair and later as the Hospitality De-

partment Chair at WHS. She has continued 

to be an integral part of the staff at WHS.   

 Wayne Schaedler 

Music Teacher @  

Oswegatchie  

Elementary School 

 

Mr. Schaedler joined Waterford Public 

Schools in November of 1988 as a Music 

Teacher at Cohanzie and Oswegatchie 

Elementary Schools.  During his tenure 

at WPS he has transitioned to Cohanzie, 

Southwest, and Oswegatchie Elementary 

Schools providing outstanding musical 

services to our students.    He is currently 

the Music Teacher at Oswegatchie Ele-

mentary School and continues to be an 

important part of the OSW staff.   

 Barbara Yuhas 

Cook Manager  

@ Waterford  

High School 

 

Ms. Yuhas began her career at Waterford 

Public Schools in 1988 as a General Cafe-

teria Staff Member at Waterford High 

School.  She continued in this capacity at 

WHS for a number of years transitioning 

from Assistant Baker to Assistant Cook to 

Assistant Cook Manager.  In 2011 Ms. 

Yuhas assumed the role of Cook Manager 

at Waterford High School, a position that 

she currently holds.  She is a vital mem-

ber of the team at WHS.   

Waterford Public School is proud to announce that  a new website was 

launched during the summer of 2018.  This new website was created to 

showcase the wonderful initiatives happening in the district, enhance 

communication throughout the district and the community, and be a 

place for parents and students to navigate with ease in gathering perti-

nent information regarding the schools, activities, and staff infor-

mation.    Please visit www.watefordschool.org to  view important dis-

trict information and see the latest happenings within the district.  

www.waterfordschool.org 

https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/policies_procedures/annualnotificationmanual
https://www.waterfordschools.org/parents_family/policies_procedures/schoolhandbooks
https://www.waterfordschools.org/board_members/district_policies/policies
https://www.waterfordschools.org/board_members/district_policies/policies
https://www.waterfordschools.org
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WPS Opening for the 2018-2019 School Year 

The 2018-2019 school year at Waterford Pubic Schools is off to a great start! 

At Convocation 2018 Superintendent Giard presented “Connecting the Dots”, an inspiring 

presentation on bringing all of the aspects of the District  together in a focus on Student Growth 

and Achievement.  Dr. Steve Sobel, motivational speaker and humorist,  also addressed the 

staff at Convocation providing an inspiring and uplifting presentation on The Power, Passion 

and Resilience of Extraordinary Educators. Staff began the school year with a renewed focus, 

understanding the shared commitment to the students in our district.  All schools welcomed 

students on August 29th and have had positive first month experiences. 



International Day of Peace 
P A G E  5  

On September 21st, students and staff at Great Neck Elementary School came together in observance of International 

Peace Day.  Students assembled on the playground and arranged themselves (with adult support) into the shape of a 

heart.  Following a few words from the principal and the ringing of the bell for peace, students were led by their music 

teacher, Ms. Milukas, to sing a song titled “Light a Candle for Peace”.  All students had been practicing the song for sev-

eral weeks leading up to the school’s peace day observance.  Together, students also created a beautiful Art display for 

the school’s lobby to signify their commitment to coming together as a school community,  to learn about what peace 

means to them, and how  to bring peace to others.  Visit www.waterfordschools.org/GN  to see a video of the Great Neck 

Students singing ‘Light a Candle for Peace’.  Special thanks go out to Ethel Reed, Celeste Milukas, Heather Paquette, Nick 

Kinder, Linda Stenz, Doug Parulis and Erika Bassett for their contributions to creating this Peace Day celebration. 
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WATERFORDrama 

WATERFORDrama, the drama club at Waterford High School, is proud to 
present the play that inspired the movie, Steel Magnolias. The show will take 

place October 25th through 27th at 7:00pm in the Waterford High School Audito-

rium.  

Set in Truvy’s beauty salon in Chinquapin, Louisiana around 1988, we follow six 

local women who all come to the shop to have their hair done. Helped by her 

awkwardly shy but eager new assistant, Annelle, the wise-cracking Truvy dis-

penses shampoo and free advice to the town’s rich curmudgeon, an eccentric 

millionaire, the local social leader, and the prettiest girl in town, who is about to 

marry a “good ole boy.” Filled with hilarious repartee, the play moves toward 

tragedy when, in the second act, the spunky Shelby, who is a diabetic, risks preg-

nancy and forfeits her life. The sudden realization of their mortality affects the 

others, but also draws on the underlying strength, and love, which give the play, 

and its characters, the special quality to make them truly touching, funny, and 

marvelously amiable company in good times and bad. 

When asked why or how this show is different or special to her, senior Chloe Wil-

son, who plays Clairee states, “This show does a really good job dealing with 

female empowerment. These are really strong women.” Wilson also comments 

on the time period by saying, “the show brings another era of our history to life. 

The late 80’s weren’t that long ago, but it’s all new to us in the cast.”  

Tickets for Steel Magnolias will be on sale during school hours at Waterford High 

School starting October 15th. Reserved seating tickets are $12 for adults and $7 for students if purchased in advance 

or $15 for adults and $10 for students if purchased at the door. For more information or to reserve tickets, please call 

860-437-6956 x. 7407. 

 

WATERFORDrama, will also present a special staged reading of The Laramie 

Project and The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later to honor Matthew Shepard on the 

20th anniversary of his death. The shows will take place October 12th  and 13th  at 

7:00pm in the Waterford High School Auditorium.  

 

WATERFORDrama originally produced The Laramie Project in December of 2006, 

and staged it again, along with The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later in January of 

2013. Feeling that this is a story that cannot be told enough, WATERFORDrama Di-

rector Shane Valle explains, “Laramie is a powerful story and brilliant piece of thea-

tre. Even though we’ve already done it twice, I knew I needed to do something to 

honor the life and legacy of Matthew Shepard on the 20th anniversary of his death.  

It’s hard to believe it’s been 20 years.”  When asked how the whole thing will work, 

Valle stated, “On Friday, October 12th we’ll be doing a staged reading of The 

Laramie Project. On Saturday the 13th we’ll be doing Ten Years Later. The cast will 

be the same each night and your ticket will be good for both performances.” 

 

The casts of the staged readings will consist of current Waterford High School drama students and teachers, as well 

as alumni who have performed in The Laramie Project before. 

 

Tickets for this two night special event will be on sale during school hours at Waterford High School starting on Octo-

ber 1st.  Reserved seating tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students, which will be good for both shows. For 

more information or to reserve tickets, please call 860-437-6956 x. 7407. 
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OCTOBER 2018 

Waterford High School: 10/17 – Wednesday, Music Department Concert, WHS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Clark Lane Middle School: 11/13 – Tuesday, Chorus Concert, CLMS Cafeteria, 6:30 
PM (snow 11/15) 

Waterford High School: 11/14 – Wednesday, Tri-M Music Honor Society Induction, 
WHS Auditorium, 7:00 PM 

 

DECEMBER 2018 

Waterford High School: 12/12 – Wednesday, Music Department Concert, WHS Auditorium, 7:30 PM (snow 
12/13) 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 

Clark Lane Middle School: 2/6 – Wednesday, Concert - Grades 7/8, WHS Auditorium, 7:00 PM (snow 2/7) 

Waterford High School: 2/10 – Sunday, Mattress Fund-raiser, WHS Field House 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Clark Lane Middle School: 2/13 – Wednesday, Concert - Grade 6, WHS Auditorium, 7:00 PM (snow 2/14) 

Waterford High School: 2/27 – Wednesday, Orchestra Fave 5, at CLMS, 5:45 PM (snow 2/28) 

 

MARCH 2019 

Waterford High School: 3/20 – Wednesday, Music Department Concert, WHS Auditorium, 7:30 PM (snow 
3/21) 

 

APRIL 2019 

Waterford High School: 4/8 – Monday, Jazz Night, WHS Band Room, 7:30 PM (no snow date) 

Great Neck Elementary: 4/9 – Tuesday, Music Department Concert, Great Neck School, 7:00 PM 

Quaker Hill Elementary: 4/10 – Wednesday, Music Department Concert, Quaker Hill School, 7:00 PM 

Oswegatchie Elementary: 4/11 – Thursday, Music Department Concert, Oswegatchie School, 7:00 PM 

Waterford High School: 4/26 – Friday, WHS Jazz Festival, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM, WHS Auditorium  

 

MAY 2019 

Clark Lane Middle School: 5/15 – Wednesday, Concert - Grades 7/8, WHS Auditorium, 7:00 PM 

Waterford High School: 5/20 – Monday, Music Department Concert, WHS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 

Clark Lane Middle School: 5/22 – Wednesday, Concert - Grade 6, WHS Auditorium, 7:00 PM 

Waterford High School: 5/23 – Thursday, District Orchestra Festival at WHS, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

JUNE 2019 

Waterford High School: 6/5 – Wednesday, Music Department Pops/Awards Concert, WHS Auditorium, 
7:00 PM 

Waterford Music - Concerts and Events 



Town and Community Partners 

 

 

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSupt 

Waterford Public Schools 

Gregory A. Benoit, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters 

and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared 

to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world. 

 

Every year 

the Water-

ford Rotary 

and the Wa-

terford Pub-

lic Library 

partner with 

Waterford 

Public 

Schools to 

bring dic-

tionaries to 

all third grade students at our 

elementary schools.    “The goal 

of this program is to assist all 

students in becoming good writ-

ers, active readers, creative 

thinkers, and resourceful learn-

ers by providing them with their 

own personal diction-

ary...Educators see third grade 

as the dividing line between 

learning to read and reading to 

learn.”  (www.dictionaryproject.org)  

We are thankful for these com-

munity partners who continue to 

provide vital resources to our 

students in Waterford. 

Thank you to The United Way of Southeastern Connecticut for donating 

school supplies and backpacks  to the students at Waterford Public Schools.  

This generous donation enabled many of our students to be outfitted for the 

start of school and be well prepared for the year ahead. Waterford Public 

Schools appreciates United Way of Southeastern Connecticut’s continued in-

vestment in our district and for partnering with us to support our students . 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt

